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PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Parent and family engagement is an important component in a student’s success in school. The board
encourages parents and families to become involved in their child’s education to ensure the child’s academic
success. The board will:
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Involve parents and families in the development of the Title I plan, the process for school
review of the plan and the process for improvement by sharing information and through
discussions with the School Improvement Advisory Committee (SIAC), and by making
adjustments to the plan according to student assessment data.

Provide the coordination, technical assistance and other support necessary to assist and build
the capacity of all participating schools in planning and implementing effective parent and
family engagement activities to improve student academic achievement and school
performance by sharing information at the annual SIAC meeting and parent-teacher
conferences, and by sharing and explaining assessments used to monitor student progress.

To the extent feasible, coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies under
Title I with parent and family engagement strategies outlined in other relevant Federal, State,
and local laws and programs by honoring and utilizing the strategies outlined in the Family-
Support Compact document.

Conduct with the involvement of parents and family members, an annual evaluation of the
content and effectiveness of the parent and family engagement policy in improving the
academic quality of the school served including identifying barriers to greater participation by
parents in Title I activities (with particular attention to low-income parents, Limited English
Proficient (LEP) parents, parents of any racial or ethnic minority, parents with disabilities and
parents with limited literacy); needs of parents and family to assist their children’s learning;
and strategies to support successful school and family interactions by information gained from
the School Improvement Survey and other needs assessment data.

Use the findings of the annual evaluation to design strategies for more effective parent and
family engagement and to revise, as necessary, the parent-and family engagement policies by
information gathered from needs assessment data and SIAC suggestions and
recommendations.

Involve parents and families in Title I activities by inviting them to Title I information
meetings, SIAC meetings, parent-teacher conferences, and family nights at the school.

The board will review this policy annually. The superintendent is responsible for notifying parents and
families of this policy annually or within a reasonable time after it has been amended during the school year.
The superintendent may develop an administrative process or procedures to implement this policy.

Legal References: 20 U.S.C. §6318
Cross References: 903.2 Community Resource Persons and Volunteers
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PARENT AND FAMILY ENGAGEMENT BUILDING-LEVEL REGULATION

To further the interests of student achievement, the superintendent will create necessary rules to engage
parents and family members within the district in the following ways on a building-level basis:

1. Policy Involvement: The district will host an annual meeting and invite all parents to attend; and
inform parents of their rights and the district’s requirements under Title I. This meeting will also
invite parents to become involved in the planning, review and improvement of a building policy and
in developing the district plan. The district will inform parents of:

e programs under this policy,

e curriculum and assessment used for students,

o the opportunity to meet with administration to participate in decisions related to their
children’s education,

o adescription and explanation of curriculum used in the school forms of academic assessment
used to measure student progress, and

e achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards.

2. Accessibility: Provide opportunities for informed participation of parents and family members in
understandable formats and languages. This includes participation by parents and family members
who may have disabilities, limited English proficiency, and migratory children. Offer a flexible
number of meetings during the day, evening and weekends to facilitate parent involvement. The
superintendent has discretion to allow schools to provide childcare for families of students during
these meetings through Title | funds.

3. High Student Academic Achievement: Each school in the district will jointly develop with parents
and family members a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, staff and students share
responsibility for improving student academic achievement; and how a partnership will be built to
achieve this. The compact will describe the responsibility of the school to provide high quality
curriculum and instruction, and the parents’ responsibility to support their children’s learning. This
will also address the importance of communication between schools and parents through parent
teacher conferences, regular reports to parents on their children’s progress, and ensuring regular
meaningful communication between family and school staff.

4. Building Capacity for Involvement: Each school within the district will include in their plan ways to
achieve the following:

e Assist parents and families to understand topics including academic standards and
assessments and how to monitor student progress;

e Provide materials and training to help parents work with students to improve achievement;

e Educate teachers and staff in how to communicate with parents and build ties to foster
academic success;

o Coordinate and integrate other federal, state and local programs to support parents in more
fully participating in students’ education;

e Ensure information related to programs is sent to parents and families in understandable
formats; and

e Provide other reasonable support to encourage parental involvement
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5. Schools Operating a Schoolwide Program: Each school operating a schoolwide program under this
policy shall:
¢ Involve parents on a timely and ongoing basis in the planning, review and improvement of
programs, including the parent and family engagement school policy drafting and review,
and the joint development of the schoolwide program.
e If the schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents of the participating children,
parent comments will be requested and submitted with the plan to the district.
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